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Abstract: The teaching methods employed by instructors can vary depending on learning objectives, student profiles, and 
available resources. Commonly used teaching methods include traditional or conventional approaches, demonstration 
methods, experimental methods, and others. This study implemented a PhET simulation-based teaching project on the 
concept of series and parallel electrical circuits: a study involving 12th-grade students majoring in Electrical Engineering at 
São João Bosco Secondary School in Venilale, Timor-Leste. The study aimed to investigate students’ learning outcomes 
following the PhET simulation-based instruction on series and parallel circuit concepts. To achieve this objective, a survey 
test instrument was employed. The test was administered to 34 students. The results indicated that the calculated t-value was 
greater than the critical t-value (t_calculated > t_table) or (23.63 > 2.035), demonstrating a significant difference before and 
after the use of PhET simulations in teaching the concepts of series and parallel electrical circuits. This had a positive impact 
on the development of students’ knowledge. 
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Abstrack: Metode pengajaran yang diterapkan oleh guru dapat bervariasi berdasarkan tujuan pembelajaran, karakteristik siswa, 

dan ketersediaan sumber daya. Metode utama yang umum digunakan meliputi metode tradisional, demonstrasi, eksperimental, 

dan metode berbasis teknologi. Penelitian ini mengkaji penerapan simulasi PhET dalam pembelajaran konsep rangkaian listrik 

seri dan paralel, dengan subjek penelitian berupa siswa kelas 12 jurusan Teknik Elektro di Sekolah Menengah Umum São 

João Bosco, Venilale, Timor Leste. Tujuan penelitian adalah untuk mengevaluasi peningkatan hasil belajar siswa setelah 

mengikuti pembelajaran berbasis simulasi PhET pada konsep rangkaian listrik seri dan paralel. Penelitian ini menggunakan 

desain eksperimen dengan instrumen berupa tes survei yang diberikan kepada 34 siswa. Analisis data menunjukkan bahwa 

nilai t-hitung lebih besar daripada nilai t-tabel (t-hitung > t-tabel) yaitu 23,63 > 2,035, yang menunjukkan adanya perbedaan 

signifikan antara hasil belajar siswa sebelum dan sesudah penerapan simulasi PhET. Temuan ini menegaskan bahwa 

penggunaan simulasi PhET memberikan pengaruh positif terhadap peningkatan pemahaman konsep kelistrikan pada 

sambungan seri dan paralel. 

Kata Kunci: Simulasi PhET, Rangkaian Listrik Seri dan Paralel, Metode Pengajaran, Hasil Belajar Siswa 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education is a social practice aimed at developing human potential, skills, and competencies. Every individual has 

the right to receive education, which serves to plan human development through teaching and learning processes. In general, 

the role of education is fundamental and central in ensuring the quality of development across various sectors of a country. 

The implementation of education can enhance human resources and guarantee their potential to compete in diverse 

professional fields. 

Education represents an opportunity for society; children in Timor-Leste must attend school and receive quality 

education to support national development. Accordingly, the government strives to realize this vision and remove barriers to 

educational access to ensure quality education (Ribeiro, 2015). Education has remained the most crucial factor in Timor-

Leste since gaining independence. One of the challenges in the country’s education system lies in human resources, particularly 

teachers, who play a vital role in educating, motivating, and teaching curriculum-related content. 

Timor-Leste operates two school systems: public and private schools. Public schools are institutions governed and 

managed by the government, whereas private schools operate under the authority of religious foundations, such as Catholic, 

Christian, or Islamic organizations. Naturally, the learning processes in these two systems differ significantly. In public schools, 
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instruction follows the national curriculum from primary to senior secondary education, while private schools often 

supplement the national curriculum with additional subjects according to the school’s needs. Effective learning in schools 

requires the support of textbooks, lesson plans, and Portuguese-language reference materials (Araújo et al., 2018). Since 

independence from the Indonesian invasion, between 2010 and 2013 until the present, Portuguese has been used as the 

medium of instruction in the country’s education system (de Albuquerque & Ramos, 2020). 

Teaching methods employed by instructors vary according to the defined learning objectives. Teachers commonly 

use lectures, demonstrations, experimental methods, and other approaches. Based on the researcher’s observations across several 

schools in Timor-Leste, teachers primarily relied on lectures and demonstrations using simple tools due to the limited 

availability of laboratory equipment. 

The integration of modern technology into education is necessary to motivate students and facilitate their 

understanding of scientific concepts. PhET simulations not only deepen students’ understanding of physics but also enhance 

learning in chemistry, biology, and mathematics. PhET, which stands for Physics Education Technology, provides interactive 

simulations for science learning (Alfonso & Lima, 2023). In physics instruction, PhET simulations enable students to conduct 

experiments without requiring physical laboratory equipment. 

According to Oliveira (2021), PhET simulations were developed in 2002 by Nobel laureate Carl Wieman at the 

University of Colorado Boulder. He created free interactive simulations to support visualized and hands-on science learning. 

In simulations of electrical circuits, students can experiment virtually, manipulate components, and observe the outcomes. 

This approach enhances students’ knowledge and comprehension during the learning process. 

Living in the digital era, technology plays a critical role in society, including in education. Technology serves as a 

bridge for acquiring new knowledge globally (de Medeiros et al., 2024). PhET-based learning represents an interactive 

instructional strategy that fosters students’ conceptual understanding, particularly in physics. 

This study specifically focuses on understanding the characteristics of series and parallel electrical circuits. According 

to Dayana (2023), the characteristics of series circuits include a uniform current flowing through each load, source voltage 

divided across resistors of equal resistance, and the interruption of current flow if any component is disconnected. In contrast, 

parallel circuits are characterized by most electrical components being connected in parallel, resulting in lower total resistance. 

Consequently, the total current increases, leading to higher energy consumption. 

The research problem addressed in this study is whether PhET simulation-based learning can enhance students’ understanding 

of series and parallel circuit concepts. The study aims to investigate students’ learning outcomes before and after implementing 

PhET simulation-based instruction. 

 

METHOD 
This study employed a quantitative research design. According to Murniarti (2025), quantitative research involves 

obtaining results from a specific action, such as measuring the outcomes of a test. Data collection is conducted by 

administering tests to the research sample, and the results are analyzed by focusing solely on the outcomes or achievements. 

This design was chosen to determine whether there is a significant improvement in students’ learning outcomes before and 

after implementing PhET simulations, using statistical analysis. 

The sample consisted of 34 12th-grade science students at São João Bosco Secondary School in Venilale, Timor-

Leste. The students underwent two rounds of testing: a pre-test conducted before the implementation of the PhET simulation 

and a post-test conducted afterward. Both tests consisted of the same questions and the same number of items: 10 multiple-

choice questions and 4 essay questions. Each multiple-choice question had only one correct answer, scored as 1 for correct 

and 0 for incorrect. The essay section included 4 questions, each containing two sub-questions scored 0.75 for correct answers. 

All questions were related to physics concepts on series and parallel circuits. The test duration was 60 minutes. 

According to Putra et al. (2018), to determine whether there is a significant difference between the pre-test and 

post-test results after implementing PhET simulations, the calculated t-value can be determined using the formula: 

 

𝑡 =
𝑀𝑑

√ ∑𝑥
2
𝑑

𝑁(𝑁 − 1)

 

 

where: 

𝑀𝑑 = mean of deviations (d) between post-test and pre-test 

𝑥𝑑 = individual deviation from the mean deviation 

∑𝑥
2
𝑑 = sum of squared deviations 

𝑁 = sample size 
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The calculated t-value is used to test the hypothesis, including the null hypothesis (H0) and alternative hypothesis 

(Ha). If the calculated t-value is smaller than the critical t-value (t_calculated < t_table), it indicates no significant difference. 

Conversely, if the calculated t-value is greater than the critical t-value (t_calculated > t_table), it signifies a highly significant 

difference between students’ learning outcomes before and after implementing PhET simulations. This indicates that PhET 

simulations are highly effective in improving students’ learning outcomes in the classroom. 

For the implementation of PhET simulations on the concept of series and parallel electrical circuits, the researcher prepared 

a detailed lesson plan as follows: 

1. Learning Objectives 

a. Students can assemble series and parallel electrical circuits. 

b. Students can identify the differences in characteristics between series and parallel circuits. 

c. Students can provide examples of the application of series and parallel circuits in daily life. 

2. PhET Simulation Implementation Steps 

a. Access the simulation on Google by typing “PhET simulation,” as shown in the following figure, 

 
and the following screen will appear 

 
Select and click the option above, and the following image will appear. 

 
Click the “EXPLORE NOSSAS SIMS” button and select the kit menu to assemble a DC circuit as shown below. 

 
The workspace screen will appear to begin the experiment activities using the PhET simulation, as shown below. 
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b. Assemble a DC series circuit using three lamps, wires, and two batteries, as shown in the following figure. 

 
  

c. Instruct the students to observe the brightness of the lamps. Then, ask them to measure the electric current by 

connecting an ammeter to each lamp and battery (reminding them that the ammeter must be connected in series 

with the load), as shown in the following figure. 

 
Additionally, measure the voltage across each lamp and battery by connecting a voltmeter (reminding them that the 

voltmeter must be connected in parallel with the load), as shown in the following figure. 
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d. Instruct the students to disconnect one of the lamps from the circuit and observe what happens. 

 
For the parallel electrical circuit, students are asked to perform the activities described in steps 2 through 4, as 

follows. 

e. Assemble a DC parallel circuit using three lamps, wires, and two batteries, as shown in the following figure. 

 
 

f. Instruct the students to observe the brightness of each lamp and to measure the electric current by connecting an 

ammeter to each lamp and battery, as shown in the following figure. 
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g. Measure the voltage across each lamp and battery by connecting a voltmeter, as shown in the following figure. 

  

  

 

h. Instruct the students to disconnect one lamp from the circuit and observe what happens. 

 
 

i. Instruct the students to engage in a discussion to draw conclusions from the activities above. 
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j. Ask the students to provide examples from daily life that illustrate the concepts of series and parallel circuits. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
The students’ scores before (pre-test) and after (post-test) implementing the PhET simulation are as follows: 

 

 
 

d represents the difference between the post-test and pre-test scores (X2 − X1). 

Analysis of the results 

 

𝑀𝑑 =
∑𝑑

𝑁
=
116,75

34
= 3,4 

 

Md is the total sum of the differences between the post-test and pre-test scores divided by the total sample size. 
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The calculated t-value (t_calculated) is obtained as follows: 

𝑡𝑐𝑜𝑛𝑡𝑎 =
𝑀𝑑

√
∑𝑥2𝑑

𝑁(𝑁 − 1)

 

𝑡 =
3,4

√
23,2475

34(34 − 1)

=
3,4

√
23,2475
(1122)

=
3,4

√0,0207
=

3,4

0,1439
= 23,63 

The study analyzed the pre-test and post-test scores of 34 12th-grade science students at São João Bosco Secondary School 

in Venilale (ESSJB), Timor-Leste, regarding the concept of series and parallel electrical circuits. The total pre-test score was 

146.5, while the total post-test score was 263.25. The total difference between the pre-test and post-test scores was 116.75. 

The sum of squared deviations (∑ 𝑥𝑑
2) was 23.2475. The degrees of freedom were calculated as N − 1 = 34 − 1 = 33, with 

a significance level of 5%, giving a critical t-value (ttable) of 2.035, as shown in the following table. 

 

 
 

Based on the results above, the calculated t-value is greater than the critical t-value (𝑡𝑐𝑎𝑙𝑐𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑 > 𝑡𝑡𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒), or (23.63 > 2.035). 

 

CONCLUSION 
Based on the analysis and discussion of the data, it can be concluded that the implementation of PhET simulations 

on the concept of series and parallel electrical circuits can enhance the understanding of 12th-grade science students at São 

João Bosco Secondary School in Venilale, Timor-Leste. This conclusion is supported by the calculated t-value being higher 

than the critical t-value (23.63 > 2.035), indicating a significant difference between the mean scores before and after the 

application of PhET simulations. Therefore, it can be concluded that students’ learning outcomes improved significantly after 

teachers implemented PhET simulation-based instruction. The simulation is highly effective in enhancing students’ knowledge 

in this area. 
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