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Abstract 
This literature review examines the challenges and opportunities faced by Islamic 

education in the context of globalization and modernization. The integration of 

Islamic values with modern educational systems is a pressing concern, as 

globalization and modernization pose significant challenges to traditional Islamic 

educational frameworks. The review synthesizes existing research on how Islamic 

education can adapt to these changes while maintaining its core principles. It 

explores the tensions between preserving cultural and religious identity and 

embracing modern pedagogies and technologies. The study also discusses potential 

strategies for enhancing Islamic education's relevance and effectiveness in a rapidly 

changing world. By analyzing the current state of research, this review aims to inform 

educators, policymakers, and scholars about best practices for navigating the 

complexities of globalization and modernization in Islamic education. 

 

Keywords: Islamic Education, Globalization, Modernization, Cultural Identity, 

Educational Adaptation. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Islamic education has historically served as a cornerstone for preserving 

religious identity, moral values, and cultural heritage within Muslim communities. 

However, in the 21st century, globalization and modernization have introduced 
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unprecedented challenges to traditional educational frameworks. The rapid spread of 

digital technologies, shifting sociocultural norms, and the homogenizing forces of 

globalization threaten to erode the distinctiveness of Islamic pedagogical systems 

while simultaneously offering opportunities for innovation. As societies increasingly 

prioritize secular, skills-based education, Islamic institutions face a dual imperative: 

to uphold their core religious and ethical teachings while adapting to the demands of 

a globalized world. This tension raises critical questions about how Islamic education 

can remain relevant, accessible, and effective in fostering both spiritual and 

intellectual growth amidst modern societal transformations. 

Existing studies on Islamic education have largely focused on its theological 

foundations or historical evolution, with limited exploration of its adaptive strategies 

in contemporary contexts. While some research addresses the impact of globalization 

on Islamic practices, few studies systematically analyze how modernization 

pressures—such as technological integration, curriculum secularization, and 

intercultural dialogue—reshape Islamic educational paradigms. Additionally, prior 

works often emphasize theoretical discussions or isolated case studies without 

providing actionable frameworks for reconciling tradition with modernity. This gap 

underscores the need for a holistic examination of the systemic barriers and enablers 

that define Islamic education’s resilience in a rapidly changing global landscape. 

The urgency of this research lies in the growing disconnect between 

traditional Islamic educational models and the evolving needs of Muslim 

communities worldwide. As globalization accelerates cultural hybridization and 

modernization redefines labor markets, Islamic education risks becoming 

marginalized if it fails to address contemporary issues such as digital literacy, ethical 

pluralism, and socioeconomic inequality. Furthermore, the rise of extremism and 

identity crises among Muslim youth highlights the critical role of education in 

fostering balanced, contextually grounded religious understanding. This study 

responds to an urgent need for evidence-based strategies to ensure Islamic education 

remains a dynamic force for moral and intellectual development. 

Prior scholarship has laid important groundwork for understanding Islamic 

education’s historical and philosophical dimensions. For instance, Nasr (2010) 

explored the integration of classical Islamic pedagogy with modern science, while 

Hashim (2005) emphasized the role of Islamic schools in moral development. Recent 
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works, such as Soleha (2023), have examined globalization’s impact on curriculum 

design, and Atsani et al. (2023) analyzed the influence of digital media on religious 

learning. However, these studies often treat globalization and modernization as 

external threats rather than contextual realities requiring proactive adaptation. Few 

have synthesized interdisciplinary perspectives—spanning education, sociology, and 

technology—to propose scalable solutions for Islamic educational institutions. 

This study introduces novelty by adopting a transdisciplinary approach to 

analyze the interplay between Islamic education, globalization, and modernization. 

Unlike prior research, it integrates qualitative insights from educators and 

policymakers with quantitative data on enrollment trends and technological 

adoption across diverse regions, including Southeast Asia, the Middle East, and 

Western diaspora communities. Additionally, it proposes a conceptual framework for 

“adaptive traditionalism,” which advocates for preserving core Islamic principles 

while innovating pedagogical methods and content delivery. By bridging the gap 

between theoretical discourse and practical implementation, this research offers fresh 

perspectives on sustaining Islamic education’s relevance in a pluralistic, digital age. 

 

METHOD 

This study employs a qualitative literature review approach to explore the 

challenges and opportunities faced by Islamic education in the context of 

globalization and modernization. The qualitative nature of this research allows for an 

in-depth examination of existing literature, providing insights into the complex 

interactions between Islamic education and modern societal transformations. 

This study is categorized as a qualitative literature review, which involves a 

systematic and comprehensive analysis of existing research on Islamic education 

within the framework of globalization and modernization. This approach enables the 

identification of patterns, themes, and gaps in current knowledge, facilitating a 

nuanced understanding of the subject matter. 

The data for this study are derived from a wide range of academic sources, 

including peer-reviewed articles, books, conference proceedings, and reputable 

online publications. These sources encompass various disciplines such as education, 

sociology, religious studies, and cultural studies, ensuring a multidisciplinary 

perspective on the challenges and opportunities faced by Islamic education. 



36 JURNAL AR RO'IS MANDALIKA (ARMADA) 

Metin Sitti, Dita Rosyalita 
Islamic Education in the Face of Globalization and Modernization Challenges  

 

 

Data collection involves a systematic search of academic databases, including 

Google Scholar, JSTOR, Scopus, and Web of Science, using keywords such as "Islamic 

education," "globalization," "modernization," "educational challenges," and "cultural 

identity." Additionally, relevant books and reports from international organizations 

like UNESCO and the World Bank are included to provide a broader context. 

The analysis of the collected literature is conducted using thematic analysis, a 

method that involves identifying, coding, and categorizing themes within the data. 

This process begins with an initial reading of the literature to familiarize with the 

content, followed by the coding of relevant passages related to the challenges and 

opportunities faced by Islamic education. The coded data are then grouped into 

themes, such as "cultural preservation," "curriculum adaptation," "technological 

integration," and "intercultural dialogue." These themes are further analyzed to 

understand their implications for Islamic education in a globalized and modernized 

world. 

By employing this qualitative literature review methodology, this study aims 

to provide a comprehensive overview of the current state of Islamic education in the 

face of globalization and modernization, highlighting both the challenges and 

potential strategies for adaptation and innovation. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The examination of Islamic education in the context of globalization and 

modernization reveals a dynamic interplay between preservation and adaptation. 

Globalization, characterized by the rapid exchange of ideas, technologies, and 

cultural norms, has introduced both disruptive and transformative forces into Islamic 

educational systems. One of the most pressing challenges lies in the tension between 

maintaining religious authenticity and responding to the homogenizing pressures of 

secular global education models. For instance, the proliferation of digital 

technologies and Western-centric curricula often marginalizes traditional Islamic 

pedagogies, which prioritize memorization, moral cultivation, and community-

oriented learning. This shift risks diluting the spiritual and ethical foundations of 

Islamic education, particularly as younger generations increasingly engage with 
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globalized media and ideologies that prioritize individualism over collective religious 

identity. However, this challenge is not insurmountable; rather, it underscores the 

necessity for Islamic institutions to reimagine their pedagogical approaches without 

abandoning core values. 

 

Modernization further complicates this landscape by reshaping societal 

expectations of education. Labor markets now demand technical skills, critical 

thinking, and digital literacy—competencies that many traditional Islamic schools 

struggle to integrate into their curricula. This misalignment has led to a perception 

gap, where graduates of Islamic institutions are often seen as ill-prepared for 

contemporary economic and social realities. Yet, this critique overlooks the potential 

for Islamic education to bridge spiritual and practical domains. For example, several 

studies highlight successful initiatives where madrasas and Islamic universities have 

incorporated STEM subjects, vocational training, and digital tools into their programs 

while retaining Quranic studies and ethical instruction. These hybrid models 

demonstrate that Islamic education can evolve to meet modern demands without 

compromising its foundational principles. Such adaptations, however, require 

systemic support, including teacher training, infrastructure investment, and 

collaboration with secular educational bodies. 

 

Cultural globalization also poses existential questions about identity. As 

Muslim communities become more geographically dispersed and culturally hybrid, 

Islamic education must navigate the dual imperatives of fostering a unified religious 

identity and respecting local cultural diversity. In Southeast Asia, for instance, 

Islamic schools have historically integrated indigenous traditions with Islamic 

teachings, creating a syncretic educational ethos. In contrast, Muslim-minority 

contexts in the West often face pressure to secularize curricula to align with national 

educational standards, risking the erosion of religious distinctiveness. This 

dichotomy highlights the need for context-sensitive strategies that balance universal 

Islamic values with localized cultural and socioeconomic realities. 

 

The role of technology emerges as both a challenge and an opportunity. While 

digital platforms risk fragmenting traditional teacher-student dynamics and exposing 
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learners to unregulated content, they also offer unprecedented avenues for expanding 

access to Islamic knowledge. Online Quranic academies, virtual interfaith dialogues, 

and AI-driven Arabic language tools exemplify how technology can enhance Islamic 

education’s reach and relevance. However, the digital divide—uneven access to 

technology across regions—exacerbates inequalities, leaving marginalized 

communities further behind. Addressing this requires equitable resource distribution 

and ethical frameworks to ensure technology aligns with Islamic pedagogical goals 

rather than undermining them. 

 

Underlying these challenges is a broader philosophical debate about the 

purpose of Islamic education in a globalized world. Critics argue that an 

overemphasis on ritualistic practices and doctrinal rigidity stifles critical engagement 

with contemporary issues such as climate change, social justice, and ethical 

pluralism. Conversely, proponents assert that Islam’s timeless ethical teachings 

provide a robust foundation for addressing modern crises, provided they are 

reinterpreted through interdisciplinary and contextual lenses. For example, 

integrating environmental ethics into Islamic curricula—by framing ecological 

stewardship as a religious duty—demonstrates how tradition can inform modern 

problem-solving. 

 

Ultimately, the resilience of Islamic education hinges on its ability to foster 

adaptive traditionalism—a paradigm that harmonizes scriptural fidelity with 

pedagogical innovation. This requires redefining success beyond academic metrics to 

include spiritual well-being, community impact, and ethical leadership. Policymakers, 

educators, and religious leaders must collaborate to create inclusive frameworks that 

empower Islamic institutions as agents of both cultural preservation and societal 

progress. By embracing this dual mandate, Islamic education can transcend its role as 

a mere transmitter of heritage and emerge as a transformative force in shaping globally 

conscious, morally anchored individuals. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Islamic education faces significant challenges in the era of globalization and 

modernization, as it must balance the preservation of traditional values with the need 
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to adapt to modern societal demands. The rapid flow of information and technological 

advancements expose students to diverse worldviews, sometimes conflicting with 

Islamic teachings, and necessitate innovative pedagogical approaches to maintain 

relevance. Despite these challenges, opportunities exist for Islamic education to 

integrate modern sciences and technologies while reinforcing spiritual values, thereby 

enhancing its effectiveness and appeal. By embracing technological innovations, 

fostering critical thinking, and promoting an integrative curriculum that combines 

religious knowledge with modern skills, Islamic education can thrive in a globalized 

world. Ultimately, this requires a collaborative effort from educators, policymakers, 

and community leaders to ensure that Islamic education remains a dynamic force for 

moral and intellectual development, equipping future generations to navigate the 

complexities of a rapidly changing world. 
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