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Abstract

This study aims to explore and develop a religious education model based on
local wisdom to strengthen students' cultural identity. The research employs a
qualitative method using a literature review (library research) approach. Data were
collected by analyzing various sources, such as books, academic journals, scholarly
articles, and relevant documents related to the research theme. The findings indicate
that religious education based on local wisdom has significant potential to shape
students' character in alignment with local cultural values. This approach not only
enhances students' understanding of religious teachings but also fosters a sense of
pride and love for their own culture. Additionally, integrating local wisdom into
religious education serves as a medium for preserving cultural heritage amidst the
wave of globalization, which increasingly erodes local identities. This education
model emphasizes contextual, adaptive, and value-based learning strategies, such as
incorporating folklore, local traditions, and region-specific religious practices. Thus,
religious education rooted in local wisdom offers an innovative solution to strengthen
students' cultural identity without neglecting spiritual aspects. The study
recommends collaboration between educators, religious leaders, and local
communities to effectively implement this model. Furthermore, educational policies
supporting the integration of local wisdom into the curriculum are essential to ensure
the sustainability of this approach.
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INTRODUCTION

In the era of globalization, cultural homogenization has become a pressing
challenge, threatening the preservation of local identities across diverse societies.
Education, particularly religious education, plays a pivotal role in fostering students'
moral and spiritual growth while preserving cultural heritage. However, existing
religious education models often fail to integrate local wisdom, resulting in a
disconnect between spiritual values and cultural identity. This gap underlines the
need for innovative approaches that address both spiritual development and cultural
preservation simultaneously.

Previous studies have highlighted the significance of integrating local wisdom
into education. For instance, research has demonstrated the role of local traditions in
enhancing students’ understanding of cultural and spiritual values. However, limited
attention has been given to developing a comprehensive model of religious education
specifically designed to incorporate local wisdom as a means to strengthen cultural
identity. This research aims to fill this gap by proposing a contextual and adaptive
model that aligns religious teachings with local cultural practices.

The urgency of this study lies in its potential to address the erosion of local
cultural identities caused by globalization, particularly among younger generations.
By emphasizing the integration of local wisdom in religious education, this study
contributes to the dual objectives of character building and cultural preservation.

The novelty of this research lies in the proposed model, which synthesizes religious
values with local traditions through contextual and participatory learning methods.
Unlike previous approaches, this model offers a structured framework for educators
to implement religious education that is both spiritually enriching and culturally
grounded.

The objectives of this study are twofold: (1) to develop a model of religious
education based on local wisdom, and (2) to evaluate its effectiveness in
strengthening students’ cultural identity. The findings are expected to provide
practical and theoretical contributions to the fields of education and cultural
preservation, serving as a reference for educators, policymakers, and researchers
alike.

Through this research, it is anticipated that religious education will not only
serve as a medium for spiritual development but also as a vehicle for sustaining and
revitalizing cultural identities in an increasingly globalized world.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research approach with a library research
method to explore and develop a religious education model based on local wisdom
for strengthening cultural identity. The qualitative approach is appropriate as it
focuses on interpreting and analyzing existing literature to construct a conceptual
framework relevant to the research objectives.
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Type of Research

The research is exploratory and descriptive in nature. It seeks to systematically
examine existing knowledge and propose a model that integrates religious education
and local wisdom. By relying on secondary data sources, the study aims to generate
insights and theoretical contributions within the educational and cultural contexts.

Data Sources
Data for this research are derived from secondary sources, including;:

1. Primary Literature: Books, journal articles, and scholarly publications
related to religious education, local wisdom, and cultural identity.

2. Secondary Literature: Reports, case studies, and policy documents that
highlight best practices and challenges in integrating local wisdom into
education.

3. Tertiary Literature: Encyclopedias, bibliographies, and reviews that provide
an overview of relevant concepts and theories.

Data Collection Techniques

Data were collected through systematic and comprehensive literature review
processes, which included:
1. Identifying relevant publications through academic databases and libraries.

2. Selecting literature based on predetermined inclusion criteria, such as
relevance to religious education, local wisdom, and cultural identity.

3. Organizing and categorizing data into thematic areas to facilitate analysis.

Data Analysis Method
The data were analyzed using content analysis and thematic analysis methods.

1. Content Analysis: This method was used to identify recurring patterns, key
concepts, and theoretical frameworks within the literature.

2. Thematic Analysis: This approach facilitated the categorization of findings
into themes such as religious education practices, local wisdom integration,
and cultural identity enhancement.

The analysis was conducted iteratively, ensuring that emerging insights were
cross-validated with the literature to maintain accuracy and reliability. The results of
the analysis were then synthesized to propose a conceptual model of religious
education based on local wisdom.

By adopting this methodological framework, the study ensures a rigorous
exploration of the intersection between religion, culture, and education, contributing
to the development of innovative and contextually relevant educational models.
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Results and Discussion

The analysis reveals that religious education based on local wisdom holds
significant potential for strengthening cultural identity, particularly within formal
education settings. The integration of local wisdom into religious education serves
not only as a means of transmitting spiritual values but also as an effort to preserve
traditions and cultural heritage. Local wisdom, such as customs, folklore, traditional
arts, and region-specific religious practices, emerges as a critical element that can be
adapted into the educational process.

Traditional religious education has often been normative and universal,
overlooking the cultural context of students. Consequently, students frequently lose
an emotional connection to the cultural values passed down by their ancestors. The
literature review findings indicate that a local wisdom-based approach bridges this
gap by offering a learning experience that is more contextual and relevant. This
approach enables students to understand religious teachings through the cultural
lens they are familiar with, allowing for the simultaneous internalization of religious
and cultural values.

The successful implementation of a local wisdom-based religious education
model requires support from various stakeholders, including teachers, parents,
community leaders, and policymakers. Teachers play a strategic role as facilitators,
capable of integrating local wisdom into the curriculum and teaching methods. For
instance, folklore containing moral and spiritual messages can be effectively used as
a pedagogical tool to convey religious teachings. Furthermore, the involvement of
community leaders and religious figures lends authority and legitimacy to the
practice of local wisdom-based education.

The analysis also shows that religious education rooted in local wisdom
contributes to shaping students’ character, making them not only spiritually aware
but also culturally grounded. In the context of globalization, cultural identities are
often eroded by the dominance of foreign cultures. Thus, local wisdom-based
religious education becomes a vital strategy for maintaining the uniqueness and
diversity of local cultures. This model provides students with the opportunity to
explore traditional values relevant to modern life while preserving the essence of
religious teachings.

Nevertheless, challenges exist in implementing this model, particularly
regarding curriculum standardization and human resource preparedness. Not all
teachers have adequate understanding of local wisdom or the ability to integrate it
into religious education effectively. Hence, training and capacity-building programs
for educators are essential to ensure the model's effective application. Additionally,
educational policies must support the integration of local wisdom into the curriculum
through clear and directed regulations.

From this discussion, it can be concluded that religious education based on
local wisdom functions not only as a medium of learning but also as a strategic
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instrument for cultural preservation and identity reinforcement. This model fosters
harmony between religious and cultural values, ultimately contributing to the
development of individuals who are spiritually devout, character-driven, and
culturally aware. The findings provide both theoretical and practical foundations for
developing education that is more contextual and aligned with the needs of local
communities.

Conclusion

The study concludes that a religious education model based on local wisdom
is a powerful approach to strengthening cultural identity while fostering spiritual and
moral development. By integrating elements of local traditions, folklore, and region-
specific religious practices into the learning process, this model bridges the gap
between religious teachings and cultural values, creating a contextual and relevant
educational experience. It not only enriches students' understanding of their faith but
also instills pride and appreciation for their cultural heritage, which is increasingly
threatened by globalization. Effective implementation of this model requires
collaboration among educators, community leaders, and policymakers, alongside
targeted training and supportive educational policies. This approach provides a
sustainable pathway for harmonizing religious and cultural education, contributing
to the preservation of local identities and the holistic development of students as
morally upright and culturally rooted individuals.
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