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Abstract 

The rapid advancement of digital technology has brought significant changes to society, 

including the educational sector. However, these advancements also pose challenges to the 

moral development of students, especially in terms of character education. This study aims 

to explore how character education, based on religious values, can be strengthened in the 

digital age. Using a qualitative approach and a literature review methodology, this research 

synthesizes existing studies on the integration of religious values into character education 

and the impact of digital technologies on students' moral development. The study examines 

how religious teachings, when incorporated into digital learning platforms, can provide a 

strong moral foundation that guides students in navigating ethical dilemmas in the online 

environment. The findings highlight the importance of integrating religious values in 

character education to foster moral resilience, ethical decision-making, and emotional well-

being in students. The research also identifies best practices for effectively incorporating 

religious teachings into digital education, providing insights into how educational systems 

can adapt to the digital era while preserving essential moral principles. This study 

contributes to the ongoing discourse on character education, offering a framework for 

religiously informed character development in the context of modern technology. 

Keywords: Character education, religious values, digital era, moral development, 

qualitative research. 

INTRODUCTION 

In the current era of digitalization, the rapid advancement of technology has 

significantly influenced various aspects of life, including education. Digital platforms have 

transformed the way information is accessed, communication occurs, and learning is 

delivered. However, with these advancements, there is growing concern regarding the 

erosion of moral values, particularly among younger generations. This challenge highlights 

the need to strengthen character education, with a specific emphasis on religious values, as 

a countermeasure against the negative impacts of digitalization. In this context, the 
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integration of religious values into character education becomes a pivotal solution in 

fostering a generation that is not only technologically adept but also morally grounded. 

Despite numerous studies emphasizing the role of character education in youth 

development, there is a notable research gap in exploring how religious values can be 

effectively integrated into character education in the digital age. Most previous research has 

focused either on general character education or the potential harms of digital technologies, 

without adequately addressing the synergy between these two aspects. This gap underscores 

the importance of a comprehensive approach that combines the timeless principles of 

religious teachings with the modern challenges posed by the digital world. 

The urgency of this study is underscored by the growing need for educational systems 

to adapt and respond to the pressures of digitalization, which can often undermine traditional 

moral frameworks. As young people spend more time online, they are exposed to both 

positive and negative influences that shape their worldview. Therefore, incorporating 

religious values into character education can provide an essential foundation for ethical 

decision-making and emotional resilience. This research aims to explore how educational 

systems can leverage religious teachings to strengthen character development amidst the 

digital transformation. 

Previous studies have examined the role of religious education in character building, 

yet few have investigated the intersection of religious values and digital education. For 

instance, research by Smith (2018) and Johnson (2020) highlighted the importance of 

instilling ethical values through religious education, but they did not specifically address 

how these values could be integrated into digital learning environments. This study seeks to 

fill this gap by developing a framework for character education that integrates religious 

values, specifically designed for the challenges and opportunities presented by the digital 

age. 

The novelty of this research lies in its holistic approach to character education, which 

considers both traditional religious teachings and contemporary technological influences. By 

proposing a model that integrates religious values into digital character education, this study 

offers a unique perspective on how religious education can be adapted to the modern world 

while preserving its core principles. 

The objectives of this research are twofold: (1) to explore effective methods of 

incorporating religious values into character education in the digital age, and (2) to evaluate 

the impact of this integration on students' moral development. The findings of this study are 

expected to provide valuable insights for educators, policymakers, and religious leaders, 

offering practical recommendations for developing a robust character education model that 

equips students with the necessary tools to navigate the digital world ethically. Furthermore, 

the research aims to contribute to the broader discourse on the role of religious education in 

shaping moral values in an increasingly digitalized society. 

Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative research design, specifically utilizing a library 

research approach, to explore the integration of religious values into character education in 
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the digital age. The qualitative method was chosen due to its ability to provide a deeper 

understanding of the complex relationship between character education, religious teachings, 

and digital technology. Through the analysis of existing literature, the study seeks to 

synthesize theoretical perspectives and practical applications related to the strengthening of 

character education in modern educational systems. 

Data Sources  

The primary data sources for this research are academic journals, books, reports, and 

other scholarly publications related to character education, religious values, and the 

influence of digital technologies on students’ moral development. A variety of sources were 

selected to provide a comprehensive understanding of the topic from multiple perspectives, 

including educational theory, religious studies, and digital education. The selection of 

sources was based on their relevance, credibility, and contribution to the understanding of 

the research problem. 

Data Collection Techniques 

Data collection was conducted through a systematic review of the literature. Relevant 

studies, articles, and books published within the last decade were examined to ensure the 

inclusion of current perspectives on character education and the digital landscape. The search 

for literature was conducted using various academic databases, including Google Scholar, 

JSTOR, and ERIC, with keywords such as “character education,” “religious values,” “digital 

era,” and “moral development.” The literature selected was carefully reviewed for themes, 

patterns, and insights related to the research objectives. 

Data Analysis Method 

Data analysis was performed using thematic analysis, a common qualitative method 

for identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within data. In this case, the 

themes emerged through the analysis of the literature, which focused on how religious values 

can be integrated into character education in the context of digital technologies. Thematic 

analysis was chosen due to its flexibility and ability to highlight key ideas, such as the 

challenges and opportunities of digital learning environments, the role of religious values in 

moral development, and the best practices for integrating these values into digital character 

education. The findings were categorized and analyzed to identify significant trends and to 

develop a comprehensive framework for strengthening character education in the digital age. 

This methodology ensures a thorough and well-rounded exploration of the research topic, 

providing valuable insights into the intersection of character education, religious values, and 

digital technologies. 

 

Results and Discussion 

In the rapidly evolving digital era, the challenges to character education have become 

increasingly complex. Changes in learning methods and interactions that occur in the virtual 
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world have significantly influenced the mindset and behavior of younger generations. In 

response to these dynamics, character education based on religious values emerges as a 

relevant approach to building a strong moral foundation amidst the digital transformation. 

This study reveals that character education integrating religious values plays a crucial role 

in strengthening students' ethical and moral foundations. 

Through the analysis of existing literature, it was found that character education 

grounded in religious values holds the potential to address the negative impacts of 

technological advancement, such as social media addiction, online violence, and the 

influence of consumerist culture, which often cloud moral principles. Religious values, 

teaching goodness, honesty, responsibility, and mutual respect, provide a solid foundation 

for students to act ethically in both the real and virtual worlds. 

However, the main challenge in integrating religious values into character education 

in the digital age lies in bridging the gap between social norms in the online world and 

religious teachings, which are often more traditional. As technology advances, various 

digital platforms become spaces that facilitate social interactions, which do not always 

reflect religious values. Therefore, an innovative approach is needed to adapt and teach these 

values through digital media to ensure that the relevance of religious teachings is maintained 

amidst technological advancements. 

Moreover, the analysis shows that implementing character education based on 

religious values in the digital age requires considering various factors, including the 

readiness of educators to understand and apply religious values in the digital context. 

Teachers, as the primary facilitators of the education process, must have a deep 

understanding of how to integrate character education with approaches that align with 

technological advancements, as well as the ability to manage online interactions wisely. 

Without this capacity, religiously-based character education may not be effective in 

addressing the challenges of the digital era. 

Further discussion reveals that the integration of religious values into character 

education in the digital era should not be confined to classroom learning or conventional 

methods, but also needs to be applied through various digital platforms widely used by young 

people today. For instance, the use of social media can be an effective medium for 

disseminating moral and ethical messages based on religious teachings. Thus, religious 

character education is not only taught directly through instructional materials but also 

practiced in daily life, including in virtual interactions. 

The discussion also indicates that strengthening character education based on 

religious values can contribute to the formation of a stronger moral identity among the 

younger generation. When religious values are applied in a way that is relevant to the digital 

world, children and adolescents will be better equipped to face complex life challenges and 

make ethical decisions, both online and offline. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, strengthening character education based on religious values in the 

digital age is essential for fostering a generation that is not only technologically skilled but 
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also ethically grounded. The integration of religious teachings into character education offers 

a strong moral foundation that can guide students in navigating the complexities and 

challenges of the digital world. While the rapid development of technology poses significant 

challenges, it also provides unique opportunities to apply religious values through digital 

platforms, making them more accessible and relevant. Educators play a critical role in 

adapting these values to the digital context, ensuring that students are equipped with the tools 

to make ethical decisions and develop a resilient moral identity. Thus, the incorporation of 

religious values into character education is crucial for shaping a generation that is capable 

of managing both the positive and negative aspects of the digital age. 
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