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Abstract

Domestic violence remains a significant issue in many societies, including Muslim
communities, despite religious teachings promoting peace and family harmony. This study
explores the integration of local wisdom and Islamic teachings as a strategy to reduce
domestic violence in Muslim communities. Using a qualitative approach, this research
employs literature review and library research methods to analyze the alignment of Islamic
principles with local cultural practices that emphasize respect, kindness, and mutual
understanding within the family. The study reviews Islamic texts, such as the Qur’an and
Hadith, alongside indigenous cultural values that promote non-violence and social harmony.
It highlights the potential for synergizing these two sources to create a comprehensive
framework that can guide community interventions, educational programs, and policy
initiatives. The findings suggest that integrating Islamic teachings on justice, compassion,
and the sanctity of family life with local wisdom, such as conflict resolution strategies and
the role of elders in mediation, can be effective in preventing and addressing domestic
violence. By fostering an environment where both spiritual and cultural values are respected,
Muslim communities can build stronger, non-violent family structures. The research
emphasizes the importance of community-based approaches in creating sustainable change
and highlights the need for further studies on the practical application of these integrated
values in real-world settings.
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INTRODUCTION

Domestic violence is a pervasive issue that affects individuals and families across
the world, including within Muslim communities. Despite the clear teachings of Islam
advocating for justice, compassion, and the protection of family rights (Al-Qur’an, 4:19),
domestic violence remains a significant concern. According to the World Health
Organization (WHO, 2021), one in three women globally experience physical or sexual
violence, with a substantial portion of these cases occurring within familial settings. In
Muslim-majority countries, this issue is compounded by various socio-cultural and religious
dynamics that shape the ways in which domestic violence is perceived and addressed.

While numerous studies have examined domestic violence through the lens of
religion, culture, and law (Ali, 2020; Saeed et al., 2019), there is a noticeable gap in research
exploring the integration of local wisdom and Islamic teachings specifically aimed at
reducing domestic violence. Most existing literature focuses on either Islamic perspectives
or cultural traditions individually, without sufficiently examining the potential for a holistic
approach that combines both sources to create sustainable solutions for domestic violence
within Muslim communities.

The urgency of this research lies in the increasing rates of domestic violence despite
the strong moral and ethical teachings of Islam and the existence of rich local traditions that
promote peace and mutual respect in family life. There is an immediate need to explore how
integrating these two sources—Islamic teachings and local wisdom—can offer a culturally
sensitive and effective approach to tackling domestic violence, especially in rural or
traditional settings where access to external interventions may be limited.

Previous studies have addressed the role of Islam in promoting family welfare and
combating domestic violence. For instance, studies by Karim (2018) and Akhtar (2021)
highlighted the importance of Islamic principles such as justice (adl) and compassion
(rahmah) in family dynamics. However, these studies have not fully explored how local
cultural practices and indigenous wisdom can complement Islamic teachings in addressing
domestic violence. Additionally, research by Nahar et al. (2022) on the effectiveness of
community-based interventions in reducing violence has focused primarily on urban areas,
leaving a gap in rural or culturally distinct settings.

This study offers a novel perspective by combining Islamic teachings with local
wisdom to create an integrated framework for reducing domestic violence. By examining
both Islamic ethics and local cultural practices in tandem, this research presents a unique,
culturally grounded approach that can be implemented within Muslim communities,
contributing to the development of effective, context-specific interventions.

The primary aim of this study is to investigate the integration of Islamic teachings
and local wisdom as a strategy to reduce domestic violence in Muslim communities.
Specifically, the objectives are to identify key Islamic values and local cultural practices that
promote peaceful family relationships, and to explore how these can be synthesized into
practical solutions. This research is expected to contribute to the development of community-
based interventions that are both religiously and culturally appropriate, fostering long-term
social change. The study will also benefit policymakers, community leaders, and
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organizations working to combat domestic violence by providing a framework for more
effective and context-sensitive approaches.

METHOD

This study employs a qualitative research design, utilizing library research and
literature review as the primary methods of data collection and analysis. The qualitative
approach is deemed most appropriate due to the nature of the research, which seeks to
explore, understand, and integrate the complex interaction between Islamic teachings and
local wisdom in addressing domestic violence within Muslim communities. Qualitative
methods allow for an in-depth examination of both textual and contextual evidence from
various sources to derive meaningful insights.

Type of Research

The type of research conducted is qualitative and exploratory in nature. As the aim
of the study is to understand the integration of Islamic teachings and local cultural wisdom,
the study focuses on examining the available literature to identify relevant theories,
practices, and perspectives. The research aims to uncover existing knowledge and offer new
insights into how these combined elements can be utilized to reduce domestic violence.
Library research is the primary method, as it allows for an extensive review of both academic
and non-academic sources to understand the phenomenon in its cultural and religious context
(Flick, 2018).

Data Sources

The data for this research is primarily sourced from existing literature, including
academic journals, books, religious texts (such as the Qur'an and Hadith), policy reports, and
previous research studies. Key sources of data will include:

Data Collection Techniques
Data collection will primarily involve the following techniques:

1. Literature Review: This technique will involve a comprehensive review of existing
studies, books, and articles related to Islamic teachings on family and domestic violence,
as well as local cultural practices. A wide range of databases such as Google Scholar,
JSTOR, and Scopus will be utilized to identify relevant academic publications from the
last five years. The review will focus on studies that provide insights into Islamic
principles of justice (adl), compassion (rahmah), and family care, as well as the role of
local traditions in conflict resolution and family harmony.

2. Document Analysis: Religious texts (the Qur'an and Hadith) and policy documents will
be analyzed to identify relevant teachings and guidelines that address family dynamics
and the prevention of domestic violence. This analysis will also include indigenous
wisdom and cultural practices that promote peace and mutual respect within families.
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Data Analysis Method

The data analysis for this study will follow a thematic analysis approach, which is
commonly used in qualitative research (Braun & Clarke, 2006). The key steps of the analysis
include:

1. Familiarization with Data: The researcher will begin by thoroughly reviewing all
the collected materials, including books, articles, and religious texts, to identify key
themes related to domestic violence, family ethics, Islamic teachings, and local
wisdom.

2. Coding: The researcher will categorize the data by extracting relevant themes and
concepts from the texts. Codes will be developed to identify recurrent ideas, values,
and practices related to the prevention of domestic violence, such as compassion,
justice, and mediation.

3. Theme Development: After coding, the researcher will group the codes into broader
themes related to the research questions. These themes will include concepts such as
"Islamic teachings on family relations,” "local conflict resolution practices," and
"integrated approaches to reducing domestic violence."

4. Synthesis and Interpretation: The final step will involve synthesizing the identified
themes to draw conclusions about how the integration of Islamic teachings and local
wisdom can offer a comprehensive approach to reducing domestic violence. The
findings will be presented as a framework that can guide future interventions in
Muslim communities.

RESULTS OF ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

The analysis of Islamic teachings and local wisdom in relation to reducing domestic
violence reveals a deep interconnection between the principles of Islam and culturally
grounded practices within Muslim communities. The study highlights the rich potential of
integrating these two systems to form a holistic approach to combating domestic violence.
Islamic teachings, derived from the Qur'an and Hadith, are fundamentally concerned with
promoting justice (adl), compassion (rahmah), and respect for individual rights. These core
values are crucial in the context of family dynamics, where Islam emphasizes the sanctity of
the family unit and the importance of mutual respect between spouses. For example, the
Qur'an teaches that men and women are partners in the family (Qur'an 30:21), and it
commands kindness and equity in marital relationships (Qur'an 4:19). Hadiths also reinforce
these values by describing the Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) treatment of his wives as an
exemplary model of gentleness and compassion, further underscoring the importance of
peaceful coexistence within the household (Sahih Bukhari, 7:62:117). These Islamic
teachings provide a robust foundation for addressing the issue of domestic violence, as they
promote fairness and non-violence in family life (Hassan, 2019).

In addition to Islamic teachings, local wisdom offers valuable cultural practices and
conflict resolution strategies that have been traditionally used to foster harmony and resolve
disputes within families. These practices vary across different regions but share common
elements, such as the involvement of community leaders, elders, or mediators in family
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conflicts, emphasizing dialogue and reconciliation over punitive measures. In many Muslim
communities, elders play a crucial role in resolving disputes, providing guidance rooted in
cultural values that prioritize social cohesion and the protection of family integrity (Nahar
et al., 2022). These culturally ingrained practices often focus on restorative justice, seeking
to restore balance and prevent further harm through community involvement and informal
mediation. Local wisdom encourages non-confrontational approaches that prevent the
escalation of conflicts, making it an effective complement to Islamic teachings, which also
encourage peaceful dispute resolution (Akhtar, 2021). The integration of these two
approaches—Islamic ethical principles and indigenous conflict resolution practices—offers
a powerful framework for addressing domestic violence, providing a culturally sensitive
solution that respects both religious values and local traditions.

Despite the promising potential of integrating Islamic teachings and local wisdom,
the study identifies several challenges that must be addressed in order for this integrated
approach to be fully effective. One significant challenge is the lack of formal institutional
support for community-based practices, especially in rural or underserved areas where
traditional methods may be more prominent. Many of the local wisdom practices, such as
mediation by elders or community involvement in conflict resolution, are not formally
recognized within the legal or social service systems. This lack of institutional recognition
may limit the scalability and institutionalization of such practices, particularly when formal
legal interventions are necessary (UN Women, 2020). Additionally, many community
members may not be fully aware of how Islamic teachings can be applied in conjunction
with local traditions to reduce domestic violence, limiting the potential for positive change.
The study suggests that raising awareness through education and outreach programs about
the compatibility of Islamic principles and local wisdom in preventing domestic violence is
crucial. This would help shift public perceptions and encourage more people to embrace
these integrated approaches, ensuring that both religious and cultural values work together
in creating a more just and peaceful family environment.

Furthermore, the study emphasizes the importance of institutional support to enhance
the effectiveness of community-driven efforts. In order to maximize the impact of integrated
solutions, it is essential for religious leaders, community elders, and local authorities to
collaborate with social service providers, legal institutions, and NGOs. By creating
partnerships between these different actors, a more comprehensive and multi-faceted
approach to addressing domestic violence can be developed. This would not only provide
legal and social support to victims of domestic violence but also offer a culturally grounded
framework for resolving conflicts before they escalate into violence. Moreover, integrating
these approaches into national and local policies could ensure that solutions to domestic
violence are both culturally sensitive and aligned with religious teachings, making them
more accessible and acceptable to the target communities.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the integration of local wisdom and Islamic teachings provides a
unique and effective approach to reducing domestic violence in Muslim communities. By
combining the ethical principles of Islam with culturally grounded practices of conflict
resolution, communities can create more supportive, non-violent family structures. The
findings suggest that such an integrated approach, when supported by education, awareness,
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and institutional backing, can lead to significant reductions in domestic violence and
contribute to the overall well-being of families. Future research and policy development
should focus on creating practical, community-based interventions that leverage both Islamic
teachings and local wisdom, ensuring that these approaches are effectively implemented and
sustainable over the long term
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