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Abstract 

This study examines the role of Islamic education in countering radicalism and 
extremism among Indonesia's young generation. Indonesia, as a country with the 
largest Muslim population in the world, faces increasing challenges related to the 
spread of radical ideologies, particularly among its youth. Utilizing a qualitative 
approach with a literature study method (library research), this article explores 
various academic sources, government reports, and research findings to analyze the 
significance of Islamic education in promoting religious moderation and peace. The 
study identifies that radicalism often stems from a lack of comprehensive 
understanding of Islamic teachings, coupled with external influences such as digital 
media and extremist propaganda. Islamic education, therefore, serves as a vital 
instrument in fostering values of tolerance, inclusivity, and critical thinking among 
students. Furthermore, this research highlights the importance of integrating 
moderate Islamic teachings, such as wasatiyyah (the principle of moderation), into 
school curricula and pesantren (Islamic boarding schools). Teachers, educators, and 
Islamic scholars play a critical role in guiding youth to reject extremism by 
emphasizing compassion, peaceful coexistence, and a proper understanding of 
religious texts. The study concludes that strengthening Islamic education with a focus 
on moderation is essential to curbing radical tendencies and creating resilient young 
generations who can contribute to a harmonious and pluralistic society. 

Keywords: Islamic Education, Radicalism, Extremism, Young Generation, 
Indonesia. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia, as the world's largest Muslim-majority country, is increasingly 

facing challenges related to radicalism and extremism, particularly among its young 

generation. Recent studies indicate a worrying trend where radical ideologies spread 

through various channels, including social media, educational gaps, and the misuse 

of religious narratives (Azra, 2020; Hasan, 2021). The youth, being highly 

impressionable and exposed to the digital world, are particularly vulnerable to 

extremist propaganda. This issue raises concerns about the role of Islamic education 

in fostering critical thinking and instilling values of peace, tolerance, and moderation 

(Abidin et al., 2022). 

The research gap lies in the limited studies that holistically address how 

Islamic education can serve as a tool to counter radicalism, particularly in the 

Indonesian context, where diverse cultures and beliefs coexist. While previous studies 

have explored the relationship between education and deradicalization (Zarkasyi, 

2019; Anwar, 2020), there is still a need for research that specifically focuses on the 

incorporation of wasatiyyah (moderate Islam) values within the Islamic education 

curriculum and its impact on the youth. This study seeks to bridge this gap by 

emphasizing Islamic education's role in shaping resilient and tolerant individuals who 

reject extremist ideologies. 

The urgency of this research stems from the increasing reports of 

radicalization among young people, which pose a serious threat to Indonesia's social 

harmony and national security (Rizal & Huda, 2021). Islamic education institutions, 

including pesantren (Islamic boarding schools) and formal schools, are key platforms 

that can prevent radicalism through transformative and inclusive teachings of Islam 

(Kurniawati et al., 2022). 

The novelty of this study lies in its focus on the role of Islamic education not 

only as a means to deliver religious knowledge but also as a tool to promote 

wasatiyyah principles, critical thinking, and interfaith tolerance. By examining 

existing literature and policies, this study provides a comprehensive framework for 

enhancing Islamic education to counter radicalism effectively. 

The primary objective of this research is to analyze how Islamic education can 

prevent radicalism and extremism among Indonesia's young generation. Specifically, 

the study aims to identify strategies for integrating moderate Islamic values into 

educational systems and highlight the roles of educators, policymakers, and religious 

leaders in this effort. 

The findings of this research are expected to benefit various stakeholders. For 

policymakers, this study provides insights into developing and implementing 
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education policies that promote moderation and peace. For educators, it offers 

practical strategies for teaching Islamic values that counter extremism. For society at 

large, the study underscores the importance of fostering a generation that upholds 

tolerance, pluralism, and national unity. 

By addressing these aspects, this study contributes to strengthening the role 

of Islamic education as a foundation for peace, countering extremism, and ensuring 

a harmonious coexistence in Indonesia's diverse society. 

 

METHOD 

This study employs a qualitative research approach with a library research 

design (literature study). The qualitative method is suitable for understanding and 

interpreting social phenomena, such as the role of Islamic education in countering 

radicalism and extremism, through a systematic exploration of textual data and 

scholarly works (Creswell, 2018). Library research is chosen because it focuses on 

analyzing existing literature, theories, and findings relevant to the research topic. 

Types of Research 

This research is descriptive-analytical, aiming to describe and analyze the 

role of Islamic education in addressing radicalism and extremism among Indonesia's 

youth. By utilizing qualitative analysis, this study seeks to interpret and explain the 

patterns, relationships, and strategies present in existing sources. 

Data Sources 

The data in this study are derived from secondary sources, which include: 

1. Primary Data: Published books, journal articles, theses, dissertations, and 

government reports on Islamic education, radicalism, and extremism in 

Indonesia. 

2. Secondary Data: Supporting materials such as articles, news reports, and 

statistical data related to the spread of radical ideologies and the role of 

educational institutions. 

The literature analyzed consists of works from the past five years to ensure the 

data is current and relevant (Miles, Huberman, & Saldaña, 2019). Key themes include 

the concept of wasatiyyah (moderate Islam), educational strategies, and case studies 

on deradicalization. 

Data Collection Techniques 



 
 

JURNAL AR RO'IS MANDALIKA (ARMADA)                   84 

 

    Dedi Saputra 
The Role of Islamic Education in Countering Radicalism and Extremism among Indonesia's Young Generation 

The data collection technique involves document review, which focuses on 

identifying, selecting, and interpreting scholarly literature and official reports. This 

process includes: 

1. Reviewing academic journals, books, and conference papers related to Islamic 

education and extremism. 

2. Analyzing policies, curricula, and case studies from Islamic educational 

institutions in Indonesia. 

3. Collecting research findings on youth radicalization and deradicalization 

strategies. 

The process adheres to a systematic search and selection of literature using 

databases such as Google Scholar, JSTOR, and ScienceDirect, applying keywords like 

Islamic education, radicalism, extremism, youth, and Indonesia. 

Data Analysis Techniques 

 The collected data is analyzed using content analysis and a descriptive-

analytical approach. Content analysis involves examining recurring themes, 

arguments, and findings within the literature (Krippendorff, 2019). The steps include: 

1. Data Reduction: Filtering and selecting relevant literature that directly addresses 

the role of Islamic education in countering radicalism. 

2. Data Display: Organizing data into categories and subcategories, such as 

education strategies, wasatiyyah values, and youth engagement. 

3. Conclusion Drawing: Synthesizing the findings to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the role of Islamic education in preventing radicalism and 

extremism. 

The analysis also involves cross-referencing data to identify gaps, patterns, and 

potential solutions to the research problem (Bowen, 2009). This process ensures a 

thorough and critical examination of existing research while highlighting the 

contributions of this study. 

 

RESULTS OF ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

The analysis of this study highlights that Islamic education plays a crucial role 

in countering radicalism and extremism among Indonesia's young generation. 

Through the teaching of wasatiyyah (moderation), critical interpretation of Islamic 

texts, and the promotion of tolerance, Islamic education institutions serve as a 

primary platform for fostering religious moderation. This role becomes increasingly 

significant considering the rising susceptibility of youth to radical ideologies, 
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especially in the digital age. The following discussion elaborates on three key findings: 

the causes of youth radicalization, the strategies of Islamic education in preventing 

extremism, and the challenges faced by educational institutions in implementing 

these strategies. 

 

1. The Root Causes of Radicalism Among Indonesian Youth 

The analysis reveals that the radicalization of youth in Indonesia stems from 

various underlying causes. One significant factor is the misinterpretation of 

Islamic teachings caused by a lack of comprehensive religious knowledge. Extremist 

groups often manipulate verses of the Qur’an and Hadith to propagate a skewed 

understanding of jihad and exclusivism (Hasan, 2021). This situation is exacerbated 

by the absence of critical religious education that encourages a contextual and 

moderate understanding of Islamic principles (Kurniawati et al., 2022). 

Furthermore, social media and digital platforms play a significant role in 

spreading radical narratives. The internet has allowed extremist groups to recruit and 

influence youth easily, targeting individuals who are emotionally and intellectually 

vulnerable (Huda & Abidin, 2022). Social and economic factors, such as poverty, 

unemployment, and inequality, further deepen the problem. Youth who feel 

marginalized often seek identity and purpose, making them susceptible to radical 

ideologies promising a sense of belonging (Azra, 2020). These root causes highlight 

the need for Islamic education to emphasize moderation, inclusivity, and critical 

thinking as preventive measures. 

 

2. Strategies of Islamic Education in Countering Radicalism 

Islamic education in Indonesia has implemented several key strategies to 

combat radicalism among youth, particularly through the promotion of moderate 

Islam (wasatiyyah). Wasatiyyah emphasizes balance, tolerance, and peace as 

central values of Islam, countering extremist interpretations. Institutions such as 

pesantren (Islamic boarding schools) and formal Islamic schools are incorporating 

wasatiyyah into their curricula to foster a holistic understanding of Islam (Zarkasyi, 

2019). 

Critical textual interpretation is a vital strategy used in Islamic education. 

Educators encourage students to analyze religious texts contextually and critically, 

guiding them away from literal and extremist interpretations (Kurniawati et al., 2022). 

This approach empowers students to distinguish between authentic Islamic teachings 

and distorted ideologies often propagated by radical groups. 
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Additionally, character education plays a crucial role in fostering inclusivity 

and religious pluralism. Programs promoting interfaith dialogue and collaboration 

between Islamic and non-Islamic institutions are proving effective in developing 

mutual respect and understanding (Mujahid, 2021). For example, interfaith youth 

workshops have successfully reduced prejudice and strengthened social cohesion 

among participants. 

Another strategy involves leveraging technology and digital literacy to 

counter online radical narratives. Modern Islamic educational institutions are actively 

engaging students in critical media literacy, equipping them to identify and reject 

extremist content on digital platforms. Pesantren and Islamic schools are also 

integrating technology into their teaching methods to remain relevant and effective 

in the digital age (Hasan, 2021). 

 

3. Challenges in Implementing Anti-Radicalism Strategies 

While Islamic education plays a crucial role in countering radicalism, several 

challenges persist. Unequal access to quality education remains a major issue, 

particularly in rural and underdeveloped areas where resources are limited. Many 

Islamic educators lack adequate training and tools to deliver moderation-based 

teachings effectively (Abidin et al., 2022). This challenge highlights the need for 

teacher development programs that focus on integrating wasatiyyah principles into 

pedagogy. 

Another significant challenge is the widespread influence of social media. 

Despite efforts to promote moderate teachings, extremist narratives spread rapidly 

through digital platforms, reaching youth who may not have access to balanced 

Islamic education. The digital divide further complicates this issue, as many schools 

lack the infrastructure and resources to provide students with digital literacy skills 

(Huda & Abidin, 2022). 

Furthermore, the politicization of religion undermines efforts to foster 

moderation and tolerance. Political actors often exploit religious sentiments for their 

agendas, fueling divisive narratives and creating confusion among young Muslims 

(Azra, 2020). Addressing this challenge requires collaboration between educators, 

religious leaders, and policymakers to create a unified strategy for promoting 

inclusive Islamic teachings. 

 



 
 

JURNAL AR RO'IS MANDALIKA (ARMADA)                   87 

 

    Dedi Saputra 
The Role of Islamic Education in Countering Radicalism and Extremism among Indonesia's Young Generation 

4. The Role of Educators, Policymakers, and Religious Leaders 

Educators serve as the front line in fostering religious moderation and 

preventing radicalism. Teachers must employ innovative pedagogical approaches that 

encourage dialogue, critical thinking, and contextual learning of religious 

principles (Kurniawati et al., 2022). Training and professional development programs 

are essential to equip educators with the necessary skills to counter extremist 

ideologies effectively. 

Policymakers play a critical role in supporting Islamic education by 

implementing policies that emphasize moderation and national unity. Government 

collaboration with Islamic organizations can help develop standardized curricula 

focused on wasatiyyah and peace education. Additionally, policymakers must address 

structural issues such as poverty, inequality, and digital literacy to reduce youth 

susceptibility to radical influences (Rizal & Huda, 2021). 

Religious leaders and ulama are instrumental in guiding youth toward a 

balanced understanding of Islam. By promoting sermons and teachings rooted in 

compassion, inclusivity, and moderation, religious leaders can counteract extremist 

narratives at the community level (Mujahid, 2021). 

 

5. Implications for the Young Generation and Society 

The findings emphasize that strengthening Islamic education with a focus on 

moderation and inclusivity is key to creating a resilient young generation that rejects 

extremism. By instilling values of tolerance, critical thinking, and compassion, Islamic 

education can transform youth into agents of peace who contribute to a harmonious, 

pluralistic society (Kurniawati et al., 2022). 

The role of educators, policymakers, and religious leaders in reinforcing these 

principles cannot be overstated. Collaborative efforts are essential to ensure that 

Indonesia's young generation develops a strong religious identity grounded in 

moderation, enabling them to resist extremist influences. Ultimately, a well-

implemented Islamic education system has the potential to safeguard Indonesia's 

unity and stability in the face of growing challenges posed by radicalism and 

extremism. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This research emphasizes the role of Islamic education in fighting radicalism 

and extremism among Indonesia's young generation. Islamic education based on 

wasatiyyah values (moderation) has proven to be effective in instilling tolerance, 
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inclusivity, and critical thinking in students, so as to prevent the spread of extremist 

ideology. Strategies such as critical interpretation of religious texts, character 

education, and the use of digital technology show that Islamic education can be a 

powerful tool to build a religious and moderate young generation. 

However, the study also highlights various challenges, such as the gap in access 

to quality education, the massive influence of social media in spreading extremist 

narratives, and the lack of training for educators to integrate moderation values in 

the curriculum. Therefore, collaborative efforts are needed between educators, 

policymakers, and religious leaders to strengthen the Islamic education system that 

is relevant and effective in the digital era. 

To increase the effectiveness of Islamic education in countering radicalism, 

educators need to be continuously trained in teaching methods that encourage 

critical thinking and contextual understanding of religious teachings. The 

government must also strengthen education policies that emphasize the values of 

moderation and improve digital infrastructure to support technology-based learning 

in remote areas. In addition, clerics and religious leaders are expected to be more 

active in conveying moderation messages through social media, countering extremist 

narratives with educational and inclusive content. This cross-sector collaboration can 

create an educational ecosystem that promotes peace and social harmony in 

Indonesia. 
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