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Abstract	

Islamic	 religious	 education	 (IRE)	 holds	 significant	 importance	 in	 the	
curriculum	 of	 pesantren-based	 schools,	 reflecting	 the	 integration	 of	 religious	
teachings	 with	 academic	 subjects.	 This	 study	 explores	 the	 challenges	 and	
opportunities	in	implementing	the	IRE	curriculum	within	the	context	of	pesantren-
based	educational	institutions.	Employing	qualitative	methods,	including	literature	
review	and	library	research,	this	paper	examines	the	multifaceted	aspects	shaping	the	
implementation	 of	 the	 IRE	 curriculum.	 The	 analysis	 reveals	 various	 challenges	
encountered,	 such	 as	 curriculum	 alignment	 with	 national	 educational	 standards,	
teacher	qualification	and	training,	pedagogical	approaches,	and	resource	limitations.	
Additionally,	 the	 study	 uncovers	 opportunities	 present	 in	 the	 integration	 of	
technology,	community	engagement,	and	partnerships	with	governmental	and	non-
governmental	organizations	to	enhance	the	effectiveness	of	IRE	curriculum	delivery.	
By	 addressing	 these	 challenges	 and	 leveraging	 available	 opportunities,	 pesantren-
based	 schools	 can	 better	 navigate	 the	 complexities	 of	 implementing	 the	 IRE	
curriculum	and	foster	holistic	Islamic	education	for	students.	
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INTRODUCTION	
Islamic	 religious	 education	 (IRE)	 plays	 a	 pivotal	 role	 in	 shaping	 the	

educational	 landscape	of	pesantren-based	schools	 in	 Indonesia.	These	 institutions,	

deeply	rooted	in	Islamic	tradition,	emphasize	the	integration	of	religious	teachings	

with	 formal	 education.	 However,	 the	 implementation	 of	 the	 IRE	 curriculum	 in	

pesantren-based	 schools	 faces	 various	 challenges	 and	 opportunities	 that	 warrant	

thorough	investigation.	

Despite	 the	 rich	 tradition	 and	 long-standing	 history	 of	 pesantren-based	

education,	 there	 exists	 a	 notable	 gap	 in	 scholarly	 research	 regarding	 the	 specific	

challenges	and	opportunities	surrounding	the	implementation	of	the	IRE	curriculum	

in	 these	 schools.	 Previous	 studies	 have	 primarily	 focused	 on	 broader	 aspects	 of	

Islamic	education	or	general	challenges	in	the	Indonesian	educational	system,	leaving	

a	research	void	in	understanding	the	intricacies	of	IRE	curriculum	implementation	in	

pesantren-based	settings.	

Addressing	this	research	gap	is	crucial	due	to	the	unique	nature	of	pesantren-

based	schools	and	their	significant	contribution	to	Islamic	education	in	Indonesia.	

Understanding	the	challenges	and	opportunities	in	implementing	the	IRE	curriculum	

is	 essential	 for	 policymakers,	 educators,	 and	 stakeholders	 to	 develop	 informed	

strategies	 that	enhance	 the	quality	and	effectiveness	of	 Islamic	education	 in	 these	

institutions.	

Existing	literature	has	highlighted	several	challenges	faced	by	pesantren-based	

schools,	 including	 curriculum	 alignment	 with	 national	 standards,	 teacher	

qualifications,	pedagogical	approaches,	and	resource	constraints.	However,	there	is	

limited	research	specifically	focusing	on	the	implementation	of	the	IRE	curriculum	

and	the	opportunities	it	presents	within	the	context	of	pesantren-based	education.	

This	study	aims	to	fill	this	gap	by	providing	a	comprehensive	analysis	of	the	

challenges	and	opportunities	inherent	in	the	implementation	of	the	IRE	curriculum	

in	pesantren-based	schools.	By	examining	these	aspects	through	a	sociocultural	lens,	

this	research	offers	novel	insights	into	how	pesantren-based	institutions	navigate	the	

complexities	of	integrating	Islamic	religious	teachings	with	formal	education.	
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The	primary	objective	of	this	study	is	to	identify	and	analyze	the	challenges	

and	opportunities	in	the	implementation	of	the	IRE	curriculum	in	pesantren-based	

schools.	By	achieving	this	goal,	the	research	aims	to	inform	educational	policymakers,	

school	 administrators,	 and	 educators	 about	 potential	 strategies	 to	 address	 these	

challenges	 and	 leverage	 opportunities	 effectively.	 Ultimately,	 the	 findings	 of	 this	

study	can	contribute	 to	 the	enhancement	of	 Islamic	education	 in	pesantren-based	

schools,	ensuring	the	holistic	development	of	students	within	an	Islamic	framework.		
 

METHOD	
This	study	adopts	a	qualitative	research	design	to	explore	the	challenges	and	

opportunities	 in	 the	 implementation	 of	 the	 Islamic	 Religious	 Education	 (IRE)	

curriculum	 in	pesantren-based	schools.	Qualitative	methods	allow	 for	an	 in-depth	

understanding	of	the	subject	matter,	enabling	researchers	to	capture	the	nuances	and	

complexities	of	 curriculum	 implementation	within	 the	 context	of	pesantren-based	

education.	

The	 primary	 data	 sources	 for	 this	 research	 include	 interviews,	 focus	 group	

discussions	 (FGDs),	 and	 observations	 conducted	 within	 selected	 pesantren-based	

schools.	Additionally,	secondary	data	sources	such	as	academic	journals,	government	

reports,	and	educational	documents	will	be	utilized	to	provide	context	and	support	

the	findings.	

a) Interviews:	 Semi-structured	 interviews	 will	 be	 conducted	 with	 key	

stakeholders,	including	school	administrators,	teachers,	students,	and	parents,	

to	 gather	 insights	 into	 their	 experiences,	 perspectives,	 and	 perceptions	

regarding	the	implementation	of	the	IRE	curriculum.	

b) Focus	 Group	 Discussions	 (FGDs):	 FGDs	 will	 be	 organized	 with	 groups	 of	

teachers,	students,	and	parents	to	facilitate	interactive	discussions	on	specific	

themes	related	to	curriculum	implementation,	allowing	for	the	exploration	of	

diverse	viewpoints	and	collective	experiences.	

c) Observations:	Direct	observations	of	classroom	activities,	teaching	practices,	

and	school	environments	will	be	conducted	to	complement	the	interview	and	
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FGD	 data,	 providing	 researchers	 with	 firsthand	 observations	 of	 curriculum	

implementation	in	action.	

The	 collected	 data	 will	 be	 analyzed	 using	 thematic	 analysis,	 a	 qualitative	

method	that	involves	identifying	patterns,	themes,	and	categories	within	the	dataset.	

The	analysis	process	will	involve	coding	the	data,	categorizing	codes	into	themes,	and	

interpreting	the	findings	to	uncover	the	underlying	challenges	and	opportunities	in	

the	 implementation	 of	 the	 IRE	 curriculum.	 Triangulation	 of	 data	 from	 multiple	

sources	 will	 enhance	 the	 credibility	 and	 validity	 of	 the	 findings,	 ensuring	 a	

comprehensive	understanding	of	the	research	topic.	

	
RESULT	AND	DISCUSSION	

1.	Curriculum	Adaptation	Challenges	

Islamic	Religious	Education	(IRE)	curriculum	implementation	in	pesantren-

based	schools	faces	various	challenges	related	to	curriculum	adaptation.	Pesantren-

based	schools	often	prioritize	traditional	Islamic	teachings	and	practices,	which	may	

not	fully	align	with	the	structured	curriculum	prescribed	by	education	authorities.	

Consequently,	there	is	a	tension	between	adhering	to	the	standardized	curriculum	

and	 maintaining	 the	 unique	 religious	 and	 cultural	 identity	 of	 pesantren-based	

education.	 This	 challenge	 underscores	 the	 need	 for	 flexibility	 in	 curriculum	

adaptation	 to	 accommodate	 the	 diverse	 needs	 and	 values	 of	 pesantren-based	

schools	while	ensuring	compliance	with	educational	standards.	

	

2.	Teacher	Training	and	Capacity	Building	

Another	significant	challenge	in	the	implementation	of	the	IRE	curriculum	

pertains	 to	 teacher	 training	 and	 capacity	 building.	Many	 teachers	 in	 pesantren-

based	schools	may	lack	formal	training	in	pedagogy	and	curriculum	development,	

relying	instead	on	traditional	teaching	methods	passed	down	through	generations.	

As	a	result,	they	may	struggle	to	effectively	deliver	the	IRE	curriculum	in	a	manner	

that	 engages	 students	 and	 promotes	 critical	 thinking.	 Addressing	 this	 challenge	

requires	comprehensive	 teacher	 training	programs	 that	equip	educators	with	 the	

necessary	 pedagogical	 skills,	 subject	 knowledge,	 and	 understanding	 of	 modern	
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educational	approaches	to	effectively	deliver	the	IRE	curriculum.	

	

3.	Integration	of	Technology	in	Religious	Education	

The	integration	of	technology	presents	both	challenges	and	opportunities	in	

the	implementation	of	the	IRE	curriculum.	While	technological	advancements	offer	

innovative	tools	and	resources	for	teaching	and	learning,	pesantren-based	schools	

may	 face	 obstacles	 in	 adopting	 and	 incorporating	 technology	 into	 religious	

education.	Limited	access	to	technology	infrastructure,	digital	literacy	issues	among	

students	 and	 teachers,	 and	 concerns	 about	maintaining	 the	 integrity	of	 religious	

teachings	 in	 a	 digital	 format	 are	 some	 of	 the	 challenges	 encountered.	 However,	

embracing	 technology	 can	 enhance	 access	 to	 educational	 materials,	 facilitate	

interactive	 learning	experiences,	and	promote	global	connectivity,	 thus	enriching	

the	IRE	curriculum	and	expanding	educational	opportunities	for	students.	

	

4.	Community	Engagement	and	Support	

Community	 engagement	 and	 support	 play	 a	 crucial	 role	 in	 the	 successful	

implementation	 of	 the	 IRE	 curriculum	 in	 pesantren-based	 schools.	 However,	

challenges	may	arise	in	garnering	community	involvement	and	securing	support	for	

curriculum	 initiatives.	 Some	community	members	may	hold	 traditional	 views	on	

education	and	resist	changes	to	the	curriculum,	while	others	may	prioritize	religious	

instruction	over	formal	education.	Overcoming	these	challenges	requires	proactive	

efforts	to	build	trust	and	collaboration	between	schools,	religious	leaders,	parents,	

and	 the	 broader	 community.	 Engaging	 stakeholders	 in	 dialogue,	 addressing	

concerns,	 and	 highlighting	 the	 benefits	 of	 the	 IRE	 curriculum	 can	 foster	 a	

supportive	environment	conducive	to	effective	implementation.	

	

5.	Assessment	and	Evaluation	Methods	

Effective	 assessment	 and	 evaluation	methods	 are	 essential	 for	monitoring	

student	progress	and	evaluating	the	effectiveness	of	the	IRE	curriculum.	However,	

pesantren-based	 schools	 may	 encounter	 challenges	 in	 developing	 appropriate	
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assessment	tools	and	methodologies	that	align	with	the	unique	goals	and	values	of	

Islamic	education.	Traditional	assessment	methods	such	as	rote	memorization	and	

oral	examinations	may	not	adequately	measure	students'	understanding	of	complex	

religious	 concepts	 or	 their	 ability	 to	 apply	 knowledge	 in	 real-world	 contexts.	

Therefore,	 there	 is	 a	 need	 to	 explore	 alternative	 assessment	 approaches	 that	

promote	 critical	 thinking,	 creativity,	 and	 practical	 application	 of	 religious	

knowledge	 while	 maintaining	 fidelity	 to	 Islamic	 principles.	 Collaboration	 with	

educational	experts,	religious	scholars,	and	assessment	specialists	can	help	develop	

tailored	 assessment	 strategies	 that	 reflect	 the	 holistic	 objectives	 of	 Islamic	

education	in	pesantren-based	schools.	

	
CONCLUSION	

In	conclusion,	 the	 implementation	of	 the	 Islamic	Religious	Education	(IRE)	

curriculum	 in	 pesantren-based	 schools	 presents	 a	 myriad	 of	 challenges	 and	

opportunities.	 While	 curriculum	 adaptation,	 teacher	 training,	 integration	 of	

technology,	 community	 engagement,	 and	 assessment	 methods	 pose	 significant	

hurdles,	 they	 also	 offer	 avenues	 for	 innovation	 and	 improvement	 in	 religious	

education.	 Addressing	 these	 challenges	 requires	 collaborative	 efforts	 among	

educators,	religious	leaders,	policymakers,	and	communities	to	develop	flexible	and	

culturally	 relevant	 curriculum	 strategies,	 enhance	 teacher	 capacity,	 leverage	

technology	effectively,	foster	community	support,	and	refine	assessment	practices.	By	

navigating	 these	 challenges	 and	 capitalizing	 on	 opportunities,	 pesantren-based	

schools	can	strengthen	their	educational	offerings,	empower	students	with	religious	

knowledge	 and	 values,	 and	 contribute	 to	 the	 holistic	 development	 of	 individuals	

grounded	in	Islamic	principles.	
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